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Blue Distinction® is a national designation program, developed with thoughtful input from the medical community to recognize
those facilities that demonstrate expertise in delivering quality specialty care — safely, efficiently, and cost effectively. Its goal is to
help consumers find both quality and value for their specialty care needs, on a consistent basis, while encouraging healthcare
professionals to improve the overall quality and delivery of care nationwide.

The following expert panelists* contributed to BCBSA’s development of the Blue Distinction Centers for Spine Surgery by providing
professional advice in connection with proposed quality selection criteria and related quality features for this Blue Distinction

Centers Program.

Timothy S. Carey, MD, MPH
Chapel Hill, NC

Roger Chou, MD

Scientific Director,

Oregon Evidence-based Practice Center

Associate Professor,

Department of Medicine and Department of Medical
Informatics and Clinical Epidemiology

Director,

Clinical Guidelines Program,

American Pain Society

John J. Knightly, MD

Chairman

Quality Improvement Workgroup
American Assoc. of Neurological Surgeons/
Congress of Neurological Surgeons

John D. Loeser, MD
Professor emeritus, Neurological Surgery
Professor emeritus, Anesthesiology

Jon Lurie, MD, MS

Associate Professor,

Department of Medicine

Department of Community and Family Medicine
Dartmouth Medical School

Daniel K. Resnick, MD, MS

Associate Professor and Vice Chairman for Academic Affairs,
Department of Neurological Surgery

Associate Professor,

Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation Medicine
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health

Charles D. Rosen, MD

President and Founder,

Association for Medical Ethics

Founding Director, UCI Spine Center

Clinical Professor of Surgery,

Department of Orthopedic Surgery

University of California, Irvine, School of Medicine

William O. Shaffer, MD
Orthopaedic Surgeon
Northwest lowa Bone, Joint and Sports Surgeons

Christopher J. Standaert, MD
Clinical Associate Professor of Rehabilitation Medicine
University of Washington

Paul B. Suh, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon
Youngsville, NC

William C. Watters, Ill, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor

Baylor College of Medicine
Assistant Professor

University of Texas Medical Branch
University of Washington

These Expert Panelists have provided information and input, but do not formally endorse the Blue Distinction Centers program. Expert
Panelists (or their respective institutions) receive a modest stipend in consideration for his/her time and for contribution of consulting

services.



