
THE ACA’s REACH
The Affordable Care Act has significantly increased the number of 
individuals who are covered by protecting those with pre-existing 
medical conditions, incentivizing states to expand Medicaid and 
providing financial assistance to eligible individuals to purchase 
coverage on their own. Millions of Americans now have peace 
of mind knowing they can get the care they need when they 
need it.
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THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT’S 
COMMITMENT TO COVERAGE

THE ACA’s ENROLLMENT

• Children
• Americans with lower 

income
• Individuals with pre-existing 

conditions
• People lacking employer-

sponsored insurance

• No lifetime or annual 
dollar limit on essential 
health benefits

• Preventive services with 
no out-of-pocket costs

• Covering pre-existing 
conditions

• Tax credits and cost-
sharing assistance

EXPANDED ACCESS EXPANDED PROTECTIONS 

ACA marketplaces provide 
consumers with a broad choice 
of plans, continuity and stable 
premiums. The number of people 
choosing to get marketplace coverage 
or enroll in Medicaid is climbing.

are working-age adults

61%
are persons of color

53%
are women

67%
are individuals earning 
less than $40,000 a year 

91%
receive premium  
tax credits

NUMBER OF UNINSURED 
DECREASED

ACA MARKETPLACE 
ENROLLMENT HAS GROWN

2010

16.3%

2014

6.3M

2022

7.7%

2023

15.7M

➡

➡

More than

21 MILLION  
have gained 
Medicaid coverage.

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) is a comprehensive law that helps millions of Americans every day, from support 
to purchase private coverage to critical patient protections for pre-existing conditions to expanding access to 
important preventive services. Since the law’s enactment in 2010, Blue Cross and Blue Shield (BCBS) companies 
have worked tirelessly to support a competitive, private health insurance market that offers consumers the 
choices they want at a price they can afford.

THE ACA’S POPULATION

91%

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/health-insurance-exchanges-2023-open-enrollment-report-final.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/health-insurance-exchanges-2023-open-enrollment-report-final.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/health-insurance-exchanges-2023-open-enrollment-report-final.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/early-2023-and-full-year-2022-effectuated-enrollment-report.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/reports/overview-uninsured-united-states-summary-2012-current-population-survey-report-0
https://www.cms.gov/data-research/statistics-trends-and-reports/marketplace-products/quarterly-marketplace-effectuated-enrollment-snapshots-state
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/08/03/new-hhs-report-shows-national-uninsured-rate-reached-all-time-low-2023-after-record-breaking-aca-enrollment-period.html
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/early-2023-and-full-year-2022-effectuated-enrollment-report.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/04/29/new-reports-show-record-35-million-people-enrolled-in-coverage-related-to-the-affordable-care-act.html#:~:text=The%20ASPE%20findings%20build%20on%20a%20report%20from,expansion%20of%20Medicaid%20to%20low-income%20adults%20under%2065.
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/health-insurance-exchanges-2023-open-enrollment-report-final.pdf


The Blue Cross Blue Shield Association is a national federation of independent, community-based and locally operated Blue Cross and Blue Shield companies 
that collectively provide health care coverage for 1 in 3 Americans. To learn more about how BCBSA is advocating to improve health care for all Americans, 
please visit www.bcbs.com.

OUR COMMITMENT FROM THE BEGINNING 

OUR COMMITMENT HAS GROWN OVER TIME
Every BCBS company that was in the market during the first years of the ACA is still in the market today. 

• The mission of Blue Cross Blue Shield companies is to ensure that everyone has access to affordable, 
high-quality health care coverage. We are committed to serving and supporting the millions of Americans 
who depend on our coverage to achieve better health. This is especially critical for those who often struggle 
to purchase coverage on their own. 

• BCBS companies have demonstrated a long-term commitment to consumers who rely on the individual 
exchange market for coverage. Even during the early challenges with ACA implementation, when other 
national carriers exited the market, BCBS companies remained committed – and remain committed to 
this day.

Today, BCBS companies* offer: 

*Based on 2023 product filings

While other insurers* offer: 

• Access to Blue options to 

99% of the U.S.  
population

• Access to coverage for 

8%-69% of the  
population

• Coverage options in more than 

97% of counties in 
the U.S.

• Coverage in only 

10%-61% of counties  

OUR COMMITMENT CONTINUES
When other health insurers saw business uncertainty, BCBS companies remained the only coverage option 
for the vast majority of the population.

% of Population with Carrier Presence

Source: OXLO 2014-2022 Report, 2023 RWJ Product Report Data  Census 2021 Population Est 

http://www.bcbs.com

